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Pational @nion of Women Ceachers 


4 Headquarters: 41 CROMWELL ROAD, S.W.7. 


ELECTION STATEMENT 


The National Union of Women Teachers seeks the support of Parliamentary 
candidates for the following reforms which are essential in the foundation of a sound 
educational system and for the establishment of full economic equality between men 
and women. 


The National Union of Women Teachers recognises that the full implementation 
of the Education Act, 1944, depends to a very large degree on the possibility of 
attracting to the schools a sufficient number of well-qualified teachers and this, in 
its turn, depends upon the conditions of work, including salaries and prospects of 
promotion. Reports show that the main problem is to secure women teachers, and to 
assist this, the Union advocates the following reforms :— 


(a) There should be parity between primary and secondary schools in the size 
of classes, and no class should exceed thirty on roll. 


In 1950, 73% of women teachers were employed in primary schools, and 
66% of the classes in those schools had over 31 children on roll. Thus, the 
majority of women teachers are required to take charge of classes of more than 
31 children. 


(b) Adequate provision should be made for the school social services (meals, 
medical facilities, etc.) and suitable staff should be appointed to undertake 
the work involved. 


(c) Women teachers should have: eaual opportunities with men for promotion in 
the teaching profession. 


In 1950, 2,945 men were head teachers of junior and infants’ sal WA oe 


increase of 327 since the previous year. In secondary mixed schools women 
held only 52 headships while men held 2,053. 


(d) Equal pay for men and women teachers should be established without further 
hindrance from the Government. The situation which has existed since 1920, 
by which the Government accepts the principle of equal pay but fails to put 
it into practice, must no longer be tolerated. 


If the schools are to be staffed adequately, teaching must compete on equal 
terms with the claims of other professions and of industry, both in respect of 
rates of salary generally and of equality between men and women. 


By establishing these reforms, essential steps would have been taken towards 
\ perfecting the educational system, and towards the recognition of woman’s eaual status 
with that of man. Only by making it possible for each individual to develop fully, 

and so to contribute fully, can the welfare of the country be assured. 


Printed by SCANNELL & FRANCIS PRESS LTD., 6, Eldon Street, London, E.C.2 
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